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Finally, Bats Northwest volunteers used 
this opportunity to ask the public for informa-
tion about specific locations, such as a tree 
or an  attic or a bat house, that are actively 
used by bats for daytime roosting in summer. 
 Surprisingly, there is little scientific data on 
actual locations and types of structures used 
for daytime roosts in Western Washington. So, 
if you are one of the fortunate few who knows 
of a backyard tree or a neighboring barn that 
is actively used as a daytime bat roost, please 
send this information to: info@batsnorthwest.
org. Bats Northwest may choose your location 
in future to conduct a summer count of the 
 number of bats exiting this structure or tree.

A huge thanks to Meg Lunnum, Barb 
Ogaard, Bernice Tannenbaum, Christina 
 Theresa, Heidi Richter, Veda Depaepe and 
Sally Lawrence for sharing their knowledge 
with the strolling, vegetable-appreciating 
 public. We were joined by Chris Anderson and 
Abigail Tobin of WDFW at two North Bend 
market days.

Bats Northwest
P.O. Box 3026
Lynnwood, WA 98046

206.256.0406
Bats 
Northwest

BNW is A NON-PrOfit, ALL vOLuNteer cONservAtiON OrgANizAtiON WiNter 2017/18

Become a Bats Northwest Member
Join us in the adventure to learn more about our bat neighbors!

  
M e m b e r s h i p  O p t i o n s :  _ $ 3 5   _ $ 5 0  _ $ 7 5   _ $ 1 0 0   _ O t h e r 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:_________________________________________________________________________________

email:_________________________________________________________________________________

BAts NW t-sHirts
You’ll look great in our Bats Northwest short sleeve t-shirt!  
it also makes a wonderful gift. 
Heavyweight cotton, natural off-white, with a brightly colored bat graphic.

I would lIke to order ____ (quantIty) Bats northwest t-shIrt(s) at $22.00 each for a total of $ ______ (amount).

small__     medIum__    large__    X-large__      2X__

Bats Northwest Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 3026 
Lynnwood, WA 98046

206.256.0406
Bats Northwest web site: 

www.batsnorthwest.org

Fresh and Local Squash, Cucumbers, Tomatoes and 
 … Bats??

Bats Northwest web 
site is waiting for 

you at: 
www.batsnorthwest.

org

Join our monthly  
BNW Meetings!

Second Tuesday,  
6:30-8:30

Sand Point- 
Magnuson Park 

Building 30  
Conference Room

by Sally Lawrence
In summer 2017, Bats Northwest  volunteers 

made the circuit of several Seattle-area farmers’ 
markets to spread the word about protecting 
bats. They set up educational booths at markets 
in Bellevue, Maple Valley, North Bend, and 
Redmond, as well as at the October 7 native 
plant sale held by the Washington Native Plant 
Society, Central Puget Sound chapter.

This outreach was an opportunity to teach 
the value of our native bats for their role in the 
 ecosystem as they consume great  quantities of 
 insects in nightly foraging. Most folks we talked 
to, including many schoolchildren, were well 
aware of this value and the need to protect bats. 
Several homeowners that shared their memo-
rable experiences with bats in attics or barns 
were aware they needed to wait till the end of the 
 pupping (maternity) season before having the bats 
safely removed. Most—but not all—knew they 
needed to use heavy gloves and use a cardboard 
box to carry a bat to a safe place for release.

A second purpose of the outreach was to 
alert people to White-Nose Syndrome, the 
 disease that has dev-
astated populations of 
bats on the East Coast. 
This disease was found 
in two bats in the North 
Bend area over the past 
two years. Washington 
Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (WDFW) 
is the state agency 
charged with learning 
more about the inci-
dence of this disease 
in bats in the state. 
WDFW wants the pub-
lic to know that slug-
gish, apparently-sick 
or dead bats should be 
reported to the agency 
via a form on the 
website. http://wdfw.
wa.gov/conservation/
health/wns/

Redmond Farmer’s Market on 9/30/2017. L to R: Bernice Tannenbaum, Veda Depaepe and 
Heidi Richter.



the soil from June to early August, prime 
time for when the Pallid bat females need 
nutrition to nurse their pups and to  allow 
both males and  females to add weight 
for  hibernation.  Apparently, pesticide 
 applications can be ineffective in suppressing 
populations. The adult beetle also provides 
food for coyotes as well as the bats.

 http://www.bentler.us/eastern- 
washington/animals/insects/beetles/ 
california-prionus-beetle.aspx 

There was a study done on how much 
better corn develops if bat are allowed to 
 forage over the field, a study about Pallid 
bats and the Prionus beetle might be a good 
topic for a student paper!

As we learn more about bats and their 
habits, we also learn how beneficial they 
are to our daily lives. It’s not just the fun 
things like wine and beer; bats also polli-
nate the wild banana (commercial bananas 
are seedless and do not need pollination), 
the dragon fruit and at least 500 other food 
items. Mexican free tail bats in Texas eat 
300,000 pounds of insects each and every 
night during the growing season. The saliva 
of the vampire bat has been used to create 
medicine for heart patients.
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by Meg Lunnum
We all know how beneficial bats are 

to the agave plant, whence comes tequila. 
The Lesser Long-Nosed bat pollinates the 
agave in Mexico. No bat, no tequila. Before 
 switching gears to another popular adult 
beverage, I would like to acknowledge the 
following brands of tequila that are “bat 
friendly”: Tequila Ocho, Tequila Tapatio, 
Tequila Siete Laguas, Tequila Siembra Valles 
Ancestral, and Tequila Cascahuin.

https://blog.nature.org/ science/2017/02/ 
20/recovery-bats-with-your-tequila/

This article is about a less known 
 agricultural pest and bats, the Prionus 
beetle and the Pallid bat. The Prionus 
beetle larva feed on the roots of a variety 
of trees and shrubs, several of which are 
important to Washington State: cherry and 
peach trees, grapes and hops.  Pallid bats 
are known to eat beetles from the order 
Coleoptera as shown in the f ollowing 
paper from the Journal of Mammalogy. 
82(2):362-373, 2001 by Dave S. Johnston 
and M. Brock Fenton, titled: Individual 
and Population-Level Variability in Diets of 
P allid Bats (Antrozous pallidus).

The adult beetle emerges from pupae in 

BATS AND CROPS

Prionus beetle larvae.

Help our 

bats!
A devastating bat disease called 

white-nose syndrome is in Washington

Report sightings of sick or dead bats, or 
groups of bats to help us prevent the spread 

of white-nose syndrome! 

Never attempt to handle a live bat. 

To learn more about white-nose syndrome 
visit www.whitenosesyndrome.org

wdfw.wa.gov/bats or 
 360-902-2515
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the vital Place of Bats 
in Our environment

and economy
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Would you like to 
lend a hand?  

Bats Northwest 
would love your 

help.  
Would you like to 
build bat houses? 
Write newsletter 

articles?
Coordinate other 

volunteers?
Please contact us 

to see how you can 
help us help bats!

White-nose syndrome is a fungal disease that has killed 
millions of hibernating bats, mostly in eastern North America. 
The disease is confirmed in 31 states and five Canadian 
provinces since it was first documented in 2006.
In March 2016, the first case of the disease was confirmed in 
Washington, about 30 miles east of Seattle. 
The disease is primarily spread by bat-to-bat contact, but bats 
can also contract the disease from an area where the fungus is 
present. 
White-nose syndrome does not pose a threat to humans, pets 
or other animals. 

What is  white -nose syndrome?
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Report sick/dead bats or a group 

of live bats by phone or online.

How does white -nose syndrome affect  bats?

The fungus Pseudogymnoascus destructans can grow on the 
nose, wings and ears of an infected bat during winter 
hibernation, giving it a white, fuzzy appearance. After bats 
wake from hibernation, this fuzzy white appearance goes 
away.
Even though the fungus may not be visible, it invades and 
damages deep skin tissues. Infected bats arouse more often 
during hibernation which causes them to use crucial fat 
reserves, leading to possible starvation and death.
Infected bats may also die from wing damage, inability to 
regulate body temperature, breathing disruptions, and 
dehydration. 

How can I  help?

Whenever possible, avoid entering areas where bats may live 
to limit the potential of spreading the disease and disturbing 
roosting bats.
If you come into contact with caves, mines, or other areas 
where bats are living, please clean your gear. When possible, 
use the decontamination guidelines at 
www.whitenosesyndrome.org.
Improve bat habitats. Reduce lighting around your home, 
minimize tree clearing, and protect streams and wetlands. For 
more information on how to conserve bat habitat, visit 
wdfw.wa.gov/living/bats.html. 

Little brown bat found in western Washington in March 2016.  The fungus 
damaged the bat's wings making it unable to fly. 
Photos courtesy of Progressive Animal Welfare Society (PAWS)

by Kevin Orme
As we bat fans know, our flying friends 

are the only group of local mammals 
to be regularly afflicted with rabies, 
 albeit at less than 1% in typical local bat 
 populations.  While this is normal and 
common  knowledge - the sad fact is that 
the word ‘rabies’ still causes all sorts of 
 misinformation and fear, which then is 
often directed back at bats. That’s where 
we step in, to help properly inform the 
public of the facts, and what to do if 
they  encounter a sick or wounded bat in 
their daily lives. It is also worth restating 
that the Washington State Department 
of Health has reported only two human 
 rabies cases since 1985, and the last of 
these was in 1997.

For local bats, 2017 was an eventful 
news year on the rabies front.  The list of 
events includes the following:

•	 2 rabid bats found in Snohomish 
County in June;

•	 1 rabid bat found at Green Lake 
Park (Seattle) in August;

•	 1 rabid bat found in Ballard about 
a week later in August;

•	 1 rabid bat found in SeaTac in 
late August - it was found sick, 
 euthanized and then tested positive 
for rabies;

•	 2 more rabid bats found by King 
County—not found by public—
in Sept;

•	 1 rabid bat found at a Woodinville 
elementary school at the start of 
October.

Bats and Rabies in the Greater Seattle Area:  
A 2017 Round-up

Despite bats and rabies being a bit more 
in the public eye than in some past years, 
thankfully there was no general panic, and 
no one was bitten or infected by bats.  And 
if the strong attendance at the Green Lake 
Bat Walks this summer is any barometer—
people are just as interested in learning more 
about bats, which is clearly a good thing.

In other parts of the country, unfortu-
nately, there were bat-human rabies inter-
actions that didn’t go so well.  A Florida 
resident died from a rabid bat bite in late 
October, although it wasn’t clear when 
the bite occurred, as the person didn’t 
seek treatment. And in late September, 
there were bat infestations at two differ-
ent Utah high schools, which resulted in 
at least 42 people getting vaccinated due to 
 possible exposure. One of the schools had 
over 800 bats, but it was noted they may 
have been only temporarily staying there 
while  migrating south, due to the cold 
weather at the time.  There were also rabid 
bat  warnings in Nebraska and Oklahoma 
 earlier in the fall, but no humans were 
 affected in those cases.

The moral of the story, as always, is 
care and education.  Take care to do the 
right thing by getting educated and then 
 educating those around you.  

The Bats Northwest page to start with is 
here: http://batsnorthwest.org/bats_my_
health.html.

The BCI page is here: http://www.bat-
con.org/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-
human-health.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (http://www.cdc.gov/
rabies/exposure/index.html) provides 
instructions on what to do if you think you 
may have been exposed to rabies. State-by-
state contacts are listed under “Resources.”
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Many bat sites on the Web  
provide worthy information 

and great photos from
around the world.

BAts NOrtHWest is
focused

on our regional bats,
but there is so much to

learn about bat
conservation worldwide.

You may enjoy visiting
some of the sites listed on our 

resource Page at: 

http://www.batsnorthwest.org/ 
resources.html 

Keep up to date! 
Check out  

Bats Northwest’s 
Website. 

Watch our  
Events Page  
for news on  
upcoming  

presentations  
and field trips.

Are We Losing a Bat Species?

A devastating bat disease called White-Nose Syndrome is now in Washington

Washington Bats
Need Your Help!

Report Your Bat Sightings
• If you fi nd sick/dead bats or a group of live 

bats, report your observation to the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife at wdfw.wa.gov/bats 
or (360) 902-2515.

• Do not attempt to handle a live bat. If you fi nd 
a sick or injured bat, report it to WDFW and visit 
wdfw.wa.gov/conservation/health/rehabilitation 
to fi nd a wildlife rehabilitation center near you. 

• Never handle a dead bat with your bare hands. If 
you must touch a dead bat, wear durable gloves for 
protection. 

What is White-Nose Syndrome?
• White-Nose Syndrome is a fungal disease that has killed 

millions of bats in eastern North America.  

• The disease has been confi rmed in 29 states and fi ve 
Canadian provinces since it was fi rst documented in 
New York in 2006. 

• In March 2016, the fi rst case of the disease was 
confi rmed in Washington.

• White-Nose Syndrome does not pose a threat to 
humans, pets or other animals.

How does White-Nose Syndrome aff ect bats?
• The fungus can grow on the nose, wings and ears of an 

infected bat during winter hibernation, giving it a white, 
fuzzy appearance. After bats wake from hibernation, this 
fuzzy white appearance goes away. 

• Even though the fungus may not be visible, it invades 
and damages deep skin tissues. Infected bats arouse 
more often during hibernation which causes them to 
use crucial fat reserves, leading to possible starvation 
and death. 

• Infected bats may also die from wing damage, inability 
to regulate body temperature, breathing disruptions, 
and dehydration.  

How you can help
• Whenever possible, avoid entering areas 

where bats may live to limit potential 
of spreading disease and disturbance of 
roosting bats. 

• If you come into contact with crevices 
in rock cliff s, talus areas, caves or mines, 
please clean your gear. If possible use 
the decontamination guidelines at 
www.whitenosesyndrome.org. 

• Improve bat habitats. Reduce lighting 
around your home, minimize tree clearing, 
and protect streams and wetlands. For 
more information on living with bats, and 
instructions for how to build a bat house, 
visit: wdfw.wa.gov/living/bats.html

For more information please visit: wdfw.wa.gov/bats

Little brown bat found in western Washington in 
March 2016. The fungus damaged the bat’s wings 
making it unable to fl y. 

Photo: Progressive Animal Welfare Society (PAWS)

Photo: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Help Bats Northwest Help Our Bats
Members of Bats Northwest are assisting the Washington Department of 
Fish and  Wildlife with acoustic survey work in King County on WDFW 
lands. We are also assisting the City of Bellevue Parks Department in 
 learning about their bats. If you would like to learn how you can assist as 
a citizen scientist, please email  info@ batsnorthwest.org with the subject 
“Acoustic survey volunteer”. At this time we are seeking adult volunteers 
who can commit to nighttime surveys and can transport themselves to sites 
reachable by car. Thank you for your support!

by Meg Lunnum
During the North American 

 Society on Bat Research sympo-
sium in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
there was a poster that pointed 
out that  Myotis evotis and Myotis 
keenii are one and the same spe-
cies. Cori  Lausen, et.al, proposes 
that M. keenii and M.  evotis are not 
 distinguishable from each other. The 
group  genotyped 257  long-eared 
myotis samples. Three analyses 
 supported the c onclusion that there 
were d istinct clusters,  representing 
4  species: M.  septentrionalis, M. 
lucifugus, M. thysanodes and a mixed 
cluster of M. keenii/M. evotis. The 
highly mixed clustering of all poten-
tial M. keenii and M. evotis samples 

provided clear evidence that these 
 individuals  represents a single species 
that  interbreeds.

The conclusion: Based on the 
 analyses, it is apparent that M. keenii 
and M. evotis are fully  interbreeding. 
It has been concluded that M. keenii 
and M. evotis are conspecific. The 
 appropriate species name is Myo-
tis evotis (Long-eared Myotis), and 
 because M. evotis keenii was named 
prior to M. e. pacificus, Lausen and the 
group propose M. e. keenii be  retained 
and M. e. pacificus be dropped.

Abstract title: 
Long-eared Bat Taxonomy: Nuclear 

Genetic Evidence Eliminates the 
 Species Status of Keen’s Myotis

White Nose Syndrome Map 10.12.2017
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White-nose syndrome is a fungal disease that has killed 
millions of hibernating bats, mostly in eastern North America. 
The disease is confirmed in 31 states and five Canadian 
provinces since it was first documented in 2006.
In March 2016, the first case of the disease was confirmed in 
Washington, about 30 miles east of Seattle. 
The disease is primarily spread by bat-to-bat contact, but bats 
can also contract the disease from an area where the fungus is 
present. 
White-nose syndrome does not pose a threat to humans, pets 
or other animals. 

What is  white -nose syndrome?
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How does white -nose syndrome affect  bats?

The fungus Pseudogymnoascus destructans can grow on the 
nose, wings and ears of an infected bat during winter 
hibernation, giving it a white, fuzzy appearance. After bats 
wake from hibernation, this fuzzy white appearance goes 
away.
Even though the fungus may not be visible, it invades and 
damages deep skin tissues. Infected bats arouse more often 
during hibernation which causes them to use crucial fat 
reserves, leading to possible starvation and death.
Infected bats may also die from wing damage, inability to 
regulate body temperature, breathing disruptions, and 
dehydration. 

How can I  help?

Whenever possible, avoid entering areas where bats may live 
to limit the potential of spreading the disease and disturbing 
roosting bats.
If you come into contact with caves, mines, or other areas 
where bats are living, please clean your gear. When possible, 
use the decontamination guidelines at 
www.whitenosesyndrome.org.
Improve bat habitats. Reduce lighting around your home, 
minimize tree clearing, and protect streams and wetlands. For 
more information on how to conserve bat habitat, visit 
wdfw.wa.gov/living/bats.html. 

Little brown bat found in western Washington in March 2016.  The fungus 
damaged the bat's wings making it unable to fly. 
Photos courtesy of Progressive Animal Welfare Society (PAWS)

by Kevin Orme
As we bat fans know, our flying friends 

are the only group of local mammals 
to be regularly afflicted with rabies, 
 albeit at less than 1% in typical local bat 
 populations.  While this is normal and 
common  knowledge - the sad fact is that 
the word ‘rabies’ still causes all sorts of 
 misinformation and fear, which then is 
often directed back at bats. That’s where 
we step in, to help properly inform the 
public of the facts, and what to do if 
they  encounter a sick or wounded bat in 
their daily lives. It is also worth restating 
that the Washington State Department 
of Health has reported only two human 
 rabies cases since 1985, and the last of 
these was in 1997.

For local bats, 2017 was an eventful 
news year on the rabies front.  The list of 
events includes the following:

•	 2 rabid bats found in Snohomish 
County in June;

•	 1 rabid bat found at Green Lake 
Park (Seattle) in August;

•	 1 rabid bat found in Ballard about 
a week later in August;

•	 1 rabid bat found in SeaTac in 
late August - it was found sick, 
 euthanized and then tested positive 
for rabies;

•	 2 more rabid bats found by King 
County—not found by public—
in Sept;

•	 1 rabid bat found at a Woodinville 
elementary school at the start of 
October.

Bats and Rabies in the Greater Seattle Area:  
A 2017 Round-up

Despite bats and rabies being a bit more 
in the public eye than in some past years, 
thankfully there was no general panic, and 
no one was bitten or infected by bats.  And 
if the strong attendance at the Green Lake 
Bat Walks this summer is any barometer—
people are just as interested in learning more 
about bats, which is clearly a good thing.

In other parts of the country, unfortu-
nately, there were bat-human rabies inter-
actions that didn’t go so well.  A Florida 
resident died from a rabid bat bite in late 
October, although it wasn’t clear when 
the bite occurred, as the person didn’t 
seek treatment. And in late September, 
there were bat infestations at two differ-
ent Utah high schools, which resulted in 
at least 42 people getting vaccinated due to 
 possible exposure. One of the schools had 
over 800 bats, but it was noted they may 
have been only temporarily staying there 
while  migrating south, due to the cold 
weather at the time.  There were also rabid 
bat  warnings in Nebraska and Oklahoma 
 earlier in the fall, but no humans were 
 affected in those cases.

The moral of the story, as always, is 
care and education.  Take care to do the 
right thing by getting educated and then 
 educating those around you.  

The Bats Northwest page to start with is 
here: http://batsnorthwest.org/bats_my_
health.html.

The BCI page is here: http://www.bat-
con.org/resources/for-specific-issues/bats-
human-health.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (http://www.cdc.gov/
rabies/exposure/index.html) provides 
instructions on what to do if you think you 
may have been exposed to rabies. State-by-
state contacts are listed under “Resources.”



the soil from June to early August, prime 
time for when the Pallid bat females need 
nutrition to nurse their pups and to  allow 
both males and  females to add weight 
for  hibernation.  Apparently, pesticide 
 applications can be ineffective in suppressing 
populations. The adult beetle also provides 
food for coyotes as well as the bats.

 http://www.bentler.us/eastern- 
washington/animals/insects/beetles/ 
california-prionus-beetle.aspx 

There was a study done on how much 
better corn develops if bat are allowed to 
 forage over the field, a study about Pallid 
bats and the Prionus beetle might be a good 
topic for a student paper!

As we learn more about bats and their 
habits, we also learn how beneficial they 
are to our daily lives. It’s not just the fun 
things like wine and beer; bats also polli-
nate the wild banana (commercial bananas 
are seedless and do not need pollination), 
the dragon fruit and at least 500 other food 
items. Mexican free tail bats in Texas eat 
300,000 pounds of insects each and every 
night during the growing season. The saliva 
of the vampire bat has been used to create 
medicine for heart patients.

Bats Northwest 
Envisions a Future 

Where the Essential Role 
of Bats is Understood 

Where the Public Recognizes 
the Vital Place of Bats In Our 
Environment and Economy 

Where All are Inspired by the 
Remarkable Attributes and 
Invaluable Contribution of 

Bats to Our Natural Heritage 

2 7

Bats Northwest

206.256.0406

www.batsnorthwest.org

Board of Directors
Chris Anderson

John Bassett

Meg  Lunnum

Michelle Noe

Barb Ogaard

Bernice Tannenbaum

Newsletter Editor

Michelle Noe

Web Master

Michelle Noe

206.256.0406
www.batsnorthwest.org

by Meg Lunnum
We all know how beneficial bats are 

to the agave plant, whence comes tequila. 
The Lesser Long-Nosed bat pollinates the 
agave in Mexico. No bat, no tequila. Before 
 switching gears to another popular adult 
beverage, I would like to acknowledge the 
following brands of tequila that are “bat 
friendly”: Tequila Ocho, Tequila Tapatio, 
Tequila Siete Laguas, Tequila Siembra Valles 
Ancestral, and Tequila Cascahuin.

https://blog.nature.org/ science/2017/02/ 
20/recovery-bats-with-your-tequila/

This article is about a less known 
 agricultural pest and bats, the Prionus 
beetle and the Pallid bat. The Prionus 
beetle larva feed on the roots of a variety 
of trees and shrubs, several of which are 
important to Washington State: cherry and 
peach trees, grapes and hops.  Pallid bats 
are known to eat beetles from the order 
Coleoptera as shown in the f ollowing 
paper from the Journal of Mammalogy. 
82(2):362-373, 2001 by Dave S. Johnston 
and M. Brock Fenton, titled: Individual 
and Population-Level Variability in Diets of 
P allid Bats (Antrozous pallidus).

The adult beetle emerges from pupae in 

BATS AND CROPS

Prionus beetle larvae.

Help our 

bats!
A devastating bat disease called 

white-nose syndrome is in Washington

Report sightings of sick or dead bats, or 
groups of bats to help us prevent the spread 

of white-nose syndrome! 

Never attempt to handle a live bat. 

To learn more about white-nose syndrome 
visit www.whitenosesyndrome.org

wdfw.wa.gov/bats or 
 360-902-2515
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Finally, Bats Northwest volunteers used 
this opportunity to ask the public for informa-
tion about specific locations, such as a tree 
or an  attic or a bat house, that are actively 
used by bats for daytime roosting in summer. 
 Surprisingly, there is little scientific data on 
actual locations and types of structures used 
for daytime roosts in Western Washington. So, 
if you are one of the fortunate few who knows 
of a backyard tree or a neighboring barn that 
is actively used as a daytime bat roost, please 
send this information to: info@batsnorthwest.
org. Bats Northwest may choose your location 
in future to conduct a summer count of the 
 number of bats exiting this structure or tree.

A huge thanks to Meg Lunnum, Barb 
Ogaard, Bernice Tannenbaum, Christina 
 Theresa, Heidi Richter, Veda Depaepe and 
Sally Lawrence for sharing their knowledge 
with the strolling, vegetable-appreciating 
 public. We were joined by Chris Anderson and 
Abigail Tobin of WDFW at two North Bend 
market days.
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by Sally Lawrence
In summer 2017, Bats Northwest  volunteers 

made the circuit of several Seattle-area farmers’ 
markets to spread the word about protecting 
bats. They set up educational booths at markets 
in Bellevue, Maple Valley, North Bend, and 
Redmond, as well as at the October 7 native 
plant sale held by the Washington Native Plant 
Society, Central Puget Sound chapter.

This outreach was an opportunity to teach 
the value of our native bats for their role in the 
 ecosystem as they consume great  quantities of 
 insects in nightly foraging. Most folks we talked 
to, including many schoolchildren, were well 
aware of this value and the need to protect bats. 
Several homeowners that shared their memo-
rable experiences with bats in attics or barns 
were aware they needed to wait till the end of the 
 pupping (maternity) season before having the bats 
safely removed. Most—but not all—knew they 
needed to use heavy gloves and use a cardboard 
box to carry a bat to a safe place for release.

A second purpose of the outreach was to 
alert people to White-Nose Syndrome, the 
 disease that has dev-
astated populations of 
bats on the East Coast. 
This disease was found 
in two bats in the North 
Bend area over the past 
two years. Washington 
Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (WDFW) 
is the state agency 
charged with learning 
more about the inci-
dence of this disease 
in bats in the state. 
WDFW wants the pub-
lic to know that slug-
gish, apparently-sick 
or dead bats should be 
reported to the agency 
via a form on the 
website. http://wdfw.
wa.gov/conservation/
health/wns/

Redmond Farmer’s Market on 9/30/2017. L to R: Bernice Tannenbaum, Veda Depaepe and 
Heidi Richter.


