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A Parent’s Review:  
Bats Northwest Green Lake Bat Walk

Bats Northwest web 
site is waiting for 

you at: 
www.batsnorthwest.

org

Join our monthly  
BNW Meetings!

Second Tuesday,  
6:30-8:30

Sand Point- 
Magnuson Park 

Building 30  
Conference Room

The mountains aren’t the only things out 
during the Seattle summer months. Warm 
(or at least warmer) weather brings out the 
bats! My daughter and I knew we were in for a 
unique treat when we spotted the Bats North-
west volunteer dressed as a bat waiting to 
share her expertise on these furry night fliers.   

While it’s billed as a “bat walk,” this is a bit 
of misnomer. We spent the evening in one 
prime bat watching spot near the Bathhouse 
Theater. Volunteers from the local nonprofit 
spent the first 45 minutes sharing their wealth 
of knowledge about bats, garnered from their 
firsthand experience gained respectively as 
researchers at the University of Washington 
and working for the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife.

They had cases of preserved local bats and 
bat skulls to look at, as well as puppets and 
picture books that acted as visual aids as they 
talked about all things batty. Questions from 
adults and kids were warmly encouraged.

We also learned (in a non-alarmist way) 
about the very real connection between bats 
and rabies. My 9-year-old daughter now wants 
to read anything about bats she can get her 
hands on, but also assures me she will never, 
ever pick one up. Our experts recommended 
books by Brian Lies, such as Bats in the Li-
brary, Bats at the Ballgame and Bats at the 
Beach as great, factually-accurate picture 
books on bats. 

As the sun went down and the birds settled 
in the trees for the night, our guides got out 
their bat detectors (ultrasound detectors that 
lowered the frequency of the bat call to where 
human ears could hear them) and we waited 
for the bats. Before long we heard, then saw, 
Big Brown Bats followed by Silver Haired Bats 
swooping all around, munching on bugs. 

by Laura Spruce Wight This experience is perfect for the kid who 
knows (or thinks they know) everything there is 
to know about bats and for the kid who knows 
nothing, or is even afraid of them. 

It’s informative for adults too. Are you inter-
ested in building a bat house or want to know 
what you can do about bats living in your attic? 
Did you know we wouldn’t have margaritas 
without bats? (Don’t worry -- the lecture is en-
tirely kid friendly.)

The event has never been cancelled to date 
because of weather, so be prepared for whatever 
nature throws your way. It gets chilly as the sun 
goes down. It’s not a bad idea to bring a toy or 
two for your children. Their playing won’t bother 
the bats and it helps keep fidgety kids engaged.

The next Green Lake Bat Walk is scheduled 
for 8:00 p.m. on Monday, July 23. They happen 
two or three times each month.

Laura Spruce Wight is a Seattle-area  
freelance writer and mother of two kids who 
frequently drive her batty.

Photo by Laura Spruce Wight

Originally published on Seattle’s Child website 
at: http://www.seattleschild.com/article/a-parents-
review-bats-northwest-green-lake-bat-walk
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White-nose Syndrome Confirmed in Federally Endangered Gray Bats
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has 

confirmed the presence of white-nose syndrome in fed-
erally listed endangered gray bats (Myotis grisecens) in 
Hawkins and Montgomery counties in Tennessee.

White-nose syndrome (WNS) has decimated 
bat populations across eastern North America, with 
mortality rates reaching up to 100 percent at some 
sites. First documented in New York in 2006, the 
disease has spread into 19 states and four Canadian 
provinces. Bats with WNS may exhibit unusual 
behavior during cold winter months, including fly-
ing outside during the day and clustering near the 
entrances of caves and mines where they hibernate. 
Bats have been found sick and dying in unprec-
edented numbers near these hibernacula.

This is the first confirmation of WNS in feder-
ally listed gray bats. White-nose syndrome had 
previously been documented in six hibernating bat 
species, including the federally listed endangered 
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis). Significant mortality 
has been documented in many colonies of hibernat-
ing Indiana bats in the Northeast and mid-Atlantic 
states.  While no mortality has been observed in gray 
bats that can be linked to WNS, the confirmation that 
gray bats can be infected is cause for concern.

“The news that another federally endangered 
bat species, the gray bat, has been confirmed with 
white-nose syndrome is devastating for anyone 
who cares about bats and the benefits they provide to 
people,” said Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan 
Ashe. “Bats provide tremendous value to the U.S. 
economy as natural pest control for American farms 
and forests every year. Research and management of 
this disease remains a priority for the Service, and 
we will continue to work closely with our partners 
to understand the spread of this deadly disease and 
minimize its impacts to affected bat species.”

The gray bats were discovered on two separate 
winter surveillance trips, conducted by the Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) and The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC). Biologists observed white fungus 
on the muzzles, wing, and tail membranes of several 
bats. Specimens were collected, and the disease was di-
agnosed by histopathology at the Southeastern Coopera-
tive Wildlife Disease Study (SCWDS) at the University 
of Georgia, and later confirmed the USGS National 
Wildlife Health Center in Madison, Wisconsin.

“The documented spread of WNS on gray bats 
is devastating news. This species was well on the 
road to recovery, and confirmation of the disease is 
great cause for concern. Because gray bats hibernate 
together in colonies that number in the hundreds of 
thousands, WNS could expand exponentially across 
the range of the species,” said Paul McKenzie, 
Missouri Endangered Species Coordinator for the 
Service. “The confirmation of WNS in gray bats is 
also alarming because guano from the species is an 
important source of energy for many cave ecosys-
tems and there are numerous cave-adapted species 
that could be adversely impacted by their loss.”

The gray bat, federally listed as an endangered 
species in 1976, occupies a limited geographic 

range in limestone karst areas of the southeastern 
United States.  With rare exceptions, gray bats live 
in caves year-round. Gray bats are endangered 
largely because of their habit of living in very 
large numbers in only a few caves, making them 
extremely vulnerable to disturbance. Cooperative 
conservation measures, such as restricting human 
access to critical gray bat hibernation and roost-
ing sites, have been successful in helping gray bat 
populations recover in many areas.

The potential impact of white-nose syndrome on 
gray bats is still unknown. Visible fungal growth was 
observed on hibernating gray bats in both sites, but no 
other definitive field signs of the disease or mortality 
events have been documented.  The findings of these 
studies will be submitted to a peer-reviewed journal 
for publication, and gray bat roosts will continue to be 
monitored for any indication of deleterious impacts.

“We are not sure what this diagnosis is going to 
mean for gray bats and the spread of WNS,” said 
Jeremy Coleman, National WNS Coordinator for 
the Service. “Increased vigilance and improved 
diagnostic procedures may mean that we have 
identified the very early stages of infection in a new 
species.  It is also possible that gray bats have been 
exposed for a few years, but do not succumb to the 
infection.  Individual bat species appear to respond 
differently to WNS, and only research and time will 
reveal where gray bats fit on the spectrum.”

The Service is leading a cooperative effort with 
federal and state agencies, tribes, researchers, uni-
versities and other non-government organizations to 
research and manage the spread of WNS. In addition 
to developing science-based protocols and guidance 
for land management agencies and other partners to 
minimize the spread of WNS, the Service has funded 
numerous research projects to support and assess 
management recommendations and improve our ba-
sic understanding of the dynamics of the disease.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is working with others to conserve, protect, and en-
hance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the 
continuing benefit of the American people. We are 
both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife 
conservation, known for our scientific excellence, 
stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals, and commitment to public service.

For more information about white-nose syn-
drome, visit www.fws.gov/whitenosesyndrome. 
Connect with our Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/usfwswns, follow our tweets at www.twit-
ter.com/usfws_wns, and download white-nose 
syndrome and bat photos from our Flickr page 
at http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwshq/collec-
tions/72157626455036388/.

For more information about the federally listed 
endangered gray bat, visit http://www.fws.gov/mid-
west/endangered/mammals/grbat_fc.html. -FWS-
Ann Froschauer - 413-658-4493 cell  
413-253-8356 office;  ann_froschauer@fws.gov
Paul McKenzie - 573-234-2132 x107;  
paul_mckenzie@fws.gov

Continued from page 6
 The loud, dissonant composition was 

very successful at getting the bats to 
abandon their buildings and to move to the 
newly erected bat roost.

During the tumultuous decade from 
1911 through 1920, the bat popula-
tion in Campbell’s “Malaria-Eradicating, 
Guano-Producing Bat Roost” increased 
substantially, the mosquito population 
declined drastically as judged by the local 
residents, and malaria cases among these 
farm families became non-existent. On 
the practical side of the ledger, beginning 
in 1917 the Mitchell Lake bat roost pro-
duced between 3000 and 5000 pounds of 
high quality guano each year well into the 
1940’s (see Figure 2). Dr. Campbell was 
recognized world wide for his use of bats 
in the fight against malaria and was even 
nominated for the Nobel Prize for his work 
in 1919. The State of Texas also recog-
nized Campbell in 1917 by passing a law 
protecting bats, making it a misdemeanor 
to harm them within the state.

The claims made by Campbell for a 
reduction in malaria around Mitchell Lake 
because of the bat’s feeding activities 
were anecdotal by current scientific stan-
dards and were also disputed by some of 
his contemporaries. The primary resident 
of the bat house, the Mexican free-tailed 
bat (Tadarida brasiliensis), is currently 
known to feed mostly on moths and bee-
tles with mosquitoes and other flies com-
posing less than five percent of the diet. 
Today this bat would not have much of an 
impact on the mosquito population. We 
will never know, however, whether the in-
sect fauna of south-central Texas changed 
over the last century from one with more 
mosquitoes and flies to the present fauna 
with large numbers of beetles and moths 
as man increased agricultural use of the 
lands around San Antonio or whether the 
Mexican free-tailed bat altered its dietary 
preferences over this period. Other critics 
of the utility of the bat roost claimed that 
the number of bats inhabiting the tower 
was exaggerated by Campbell to promote 
his idea. It is difficult, however, to reconcile 
an annual guano production of 3000-5000 
pounds with a small bat population.

Dr. Campbell died in 1931, having been 
fascinated for over 30 years by bats and 
by the potential good he believed they 
were capable of doing for man. Sixteen 
bat roosts of Campbell’s design were built 
worldwide. Currently, only three of these 
roosts remain, two in Texas and one in 
Florida. Most of these structures survived 
from the 1920’s until the 1950’s when the 
problem of bat rabies became apparent. 

Figure 2
The state law protecting bats in Texas 
also became another casualty of the ap-
pearance of bat rabies in the 1950’s. The 
Mitchell Lake bat roost continued to be 
inhabited by bats until the late 1940’s, and 
Dr. Campbell’s last heir received a $500 
check in 1948 from the guano produced 
by the tower that year. This tower, howev-
er, was destroyed as part of a local public 
health program to control bat rabies in the 
early 1950’s. 

Charles A. R. Campbell believed that 
bats were man’s friends and were a useful 
tool in the fight against insect-borne dis-
ease. He worked tirelessly to demonstrate 
that bat roosts could be one of many 
weapons available to combat malaria, 
which was then found throughout the Unit-
ed States, while providing an additional 
economic return by producing high quality 
organic fertilizer. In the early part of the 
twenty-first century, people’s attitudes to-
ward bats are fortunately turning full circle 
back to those expressed by Dr. Campbell.

Additional reading about Dr. Campbell and 
his work with bats can be found as follows:

Book -
Campbell, Charles A. R. 1925. Bats, 

Mosquitoes and Dollars. The Stratford 
Company, Boston.

World-Wide Web - 
http://www.batcon.org/index.php/media-and-info/bats-

archives.html?task=viewArticle&magArticleID=397
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Our mission

Bats Northwest 
envisions a future . . . 

Where the essential role         
of Bats is understood

Where the Public recognizes 
the vital Place of Bats 
in Our environment

and economy
Where all are inspired by      

the remarkable Attributes 
and invaluable contribution 

of Bats to Our Natural  
Heritage

Remaining: Green Lake Bat Walks 2012
Day   Date    sunset time   Batwalk start 
mon   July 23    8:55 pm   8:00 pm
thurs   August 9   8:31 pm   7:45 pm
Wed   August 22   8:08 pm   7:15 pm
Wed   september 5   7:41 pm   6:45 pm

these public programs will be held near the Bathhouse theater on the northwest side 
of green Lake in seattle. We will meet on the grassy knoll with picnic tables located 
across the paved green Lake walking path from the theater at the start times listed 
above. since the program will begin before sunset and continue after dark, you should 
dress appropriately for the weather conditions on the evening of the event. We look 
forward to seeing all of you at these events and to the opportunity to entertain you 
and educate you about bats.

Municipal Bat Houses: Charles Campbell and the  
Cultivation of Bats

by John E. Bassett
Once upon a time, in the early decades 

of the twentieth century in the American 
Southwest, bats were enlisted in the war 
against mosquitoes and malaria, then a 
major public health problem. Dr. Charles 
A. R. Campbell, a San Antonio, Texas, 
physician who treated malaria patients, 
became enamored with bats and all facets 
of their biology as well as their potential to 
control mosquitoes and thus malaria. He 
believed that bats were a natural predator 
of mosquitoes and that man could harness 
this behavior for his benefit much as we 
use honeybees for pollination and honey 
production. After much study, he con-
cluded that bats would have to be enticed 
to live near people where the mosquitoes 
were so that all their efforts went into con-
suming the pest. In addition, as a practical 
man in a practical age, he realized that the 
droppings, also known as guano, could be 
harvested and sold as high quality fertil-
izer providing financial reward in addition 
to public health benefit.

Beginning in 1905, Campbell experi-
mented in the San Antonio area with vari-
ous structures designed to house bats 
where they would be most beneficial to 
man. He was searching for a design to 
become an effective “bat hive”, which 
could be moved where needed and which 
the bats would colonize and return to on 
a predictable basis. His initial efforts were 
largely unsuccessful since the bats did 
not find his offerings attractive. By 1910, 
Campbell became discouraged by his 
lack of success and temporarily closed his 
medical practice. After reconsidering his 
assumptions about what was attractive to 
bats during a sabbatical in the hill country 
around San Antonio, he concluded that he 
should build his next bat roost near water.

In early 1911, Dr. Campbell began con-
struction of a redesigned roost structure 
at Mitchell Lake about 10 miles south of 
San Antonio (see Figure 1). At the time, 
this lake served as the open sewage la-
goon for the city of San Antonio receiving 
10-15 million gallons of wastewater a day. 
Located in an area of relatively flat topog-
raphy, the lake and its surroundings were 
marshy due to constant overflow and thus 
produced abundant mosquitoes. So many 
of the biting insects inhabited the area that 
local farmers were often unable to work 
their land, their domestic livestock did not 

thrive, and their horse teams were often 
spooked by the great clouds of hungry 
mosquitoes. The local population, mostly 
poor Mexican-Americans, also suffered a 
high incidence of malaria. In the spring of 
1911 as the roost was constructed, Camp-
bell examined the residents living near 
the lake and reported that 78 of 87 adults 
and children showed clinical symptoms of 
malaria.

By the late summer of 1911, the recent-
ly constructed bat roost actually had a few 
chiropteran residents, which represented 
a big improvement over Campbell’s pre-
vious efforts. Not to rest on this meager 
success, he set about convincing other 
local bat colonies to relocate to his new 
accommodations employing a variety of 
harassing techniques to drive the animals 
out of their old roosts. The most unique 
of these techniques was to loudly play a 
recording of the “Cascade of Roses” waltz 
by the Mexico City Police Band as the 
bats returned to their roost in the morning.

Continued on page 7

Figure 1

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Awards Grants to  
30 States for White-Nose Syndrome Work

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Ser-
vice) today announced grant awards totaling 
$962,981 to thirty states for white-nose syn-
drome (WNS) projects. State natural resource 
agencies will use the funds for surveillance 
and monitoring of caves and mines where bats 
hibernate, preparing state response plans and 
other related projects.

“Grants like these provide essential support 
to our state partners in responding to white-
nose syndrome,” said Dr. Jeremy Coleman, the 
Service’s national WNS coordinator. “Respond-
ing to the rapid spread and severity of this 
disease has been difficult for state agencies 
and other partners. Providing funds directly to 
states helps to improve capacity for response 
within those states, but also provides support 
for critical research projects and strengthens 
our national response effort overall.”

White-nose syndrome has devastated bat 
populations across eastern North America. 
First documented in New York in the winter of 
2006-2007, the disease has spread into 19 
states and four Canadian provinces. Service 
biologists and partners estimate that WNS has 
killed more than 5.5 million bats.

The Service is leading a cooperative effort 
with federal and state agencies, tribes, re-
searchers, universities and other non-govern-
ment organizations to research and manage 
the spread of WNS. In addition to developing 

science-based protocols and guidance for land 
management agencies and other partners to 
minimize the spread of WNS, the Service has 
funded numerous research projects to support 
and assess management recommendations 
and improve our basic understanding of the dy-
namics of the disease.

Funding for grants was provided through 
Endangered Species Recovery funds. Propos-
als were received from 31 states requesting 
$1,183,480. All eligible requests were given at 
least partial awards, ranging from $14,646 to 
$50,000, for a total of $962,981 in grant funds.

Additional information about WNS, the in-
ternational disease investigation, and research 
can be found on the new partner-oriented WNS 
website, http://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/. 
The site contains the most up-to-date informa-
tion and resources from partners in the WNS 
response, current news and links to social 
media.

America’s fish, wildlife and plant resources 
belong to all of us, and ensuring the health of 
imperiled species is a shared responsibility. 
We are working to actively engage conserva-
tion partners and the public in the search for 
improved and innovative ways to conserve and 
recover imperiled species. Learn more about 
the Endangered Species Program at: http://
www.fws.gov/endangered/.

Continued on page 5

Would you like to 
lend a hand?  

Bats Northwest 
would love your 

help.  
Would you like to 
build bat houses? 
Write newsletter 

articles?
Coordinate other 

volunteers?
Please contact us 

to see how you can 
help us help bats!
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many bat sites on the Web  
provide worthy information 

and great photos from
around the world.

BAts NOrtHWest is
focused

on our regional bats,
but there is so much to

learn about bat
conservation worldwide.

You may enjoy visiting
some of the sites listed on our 

resource Page at: 

http://batsnorthwest.org/ 
resources.html 

Keep up to date! 
Check out  

Bats Northwest’s 
Website. 

Watch our  
Events Page  
for news on  
upcoming  

presentations  
and field trips.

Reconstructing the Campbell Bat Tower in  
Temple Terrace, Florida

Charles A. R. Campbell, a Texas physician 
who was fascinated with bats and their poten-
tial to control mosquitoes and thus malaria, 
planned and built an artificial roost for bats in 
the early part of the 20th century.  The tower 
was designed to attract bats to areas where 
people lived and thus to control the mosqui-
toes that transmitted malaria.  Large numbers 
of bats living in the tower would also provide 
another benefit to humans by producing large 
amounts of guano, a valuable fertilizer for 
agriculture at that time.  Beginning in 1911, he 
built his tower-like structure near a shallow lake 
south of San Antonio, Texas.  The local bats dis-
covered this roost after several years, and the 
incidence of malaria in the area declined there-
after.  (See the next article in this newsletter 
reprinted from an earlier Bats Northwest News 
for more details on Campbell’s tower and its 
role in reducing malaria: “Municipal Bat Houses: 
Charles Campbell and the Cultivation of Bats”.)

When Dr. Campbell’s idea became widely 
known, fifteen additional towers were built in 

by John E. Bassett
the United States and Italy to employ his tech-
nology in the fight against malaria.  Currently, 
three of these structures still exist in the U.S., 
two in the state of Texas at Comfort and Or-
ange and one in the Florida Keys on Sugarloaf 
Key.  Another bat tower in Temple Terrace, 
Florida, remained standing from 1924 until 
1979 when an arsonist destroyed the structure.

The citizens of Temple Terrace, a northern 
suburb of Tampa, recently launched a project 
to rebuild the 1924 Campbell bat tower in 
their city through the non-profit Temple Ter-
race Preservation Society in conjunction with 
the City of Temple Terrace (http://www.bat-
tower.com).   They are currently conducting 
fundraising and site acquisition activities in 
preparation for rebuilding the structure (http://
www.tampabay.com/news/humaninterest/
bats-fans-rally-to-rebuild-bat-tower-in-temple-
terrace/1191480).  For those readers interested 
in supporting the project financially, the Tampa 
Bay Times article listed above provides infor-
mation for contributors. 

Low-Level Detection of Fungus Dangerous to  
Bats Prompts Additional Precautions at  

Maquoketa Caves
MAQUOKETA - Efforts to prevent the spread 

of a fungus that causes white-nose syndrome in 
bats will be stepped up after a low level of the 
fungus was detected on a hibernating big brown 
bat at Maquoketa Caves State Park. 

The detection of the fungus came from a 
swab taken during sampling on the hibernat-
ing bats in March. The testing is used to detect 
DNA that would indicate the presence of the 
fungus (Geomyces destructans) that causes 
white-nose syndrome, which has been deadly for 
bats particularly in the northeastern portions of 
the United States and Canada. The testing was 
done as part of a national study being conducted 
in an effort to stop the spread of the disease. 

A total of 15 bats were swabbed at Dancehall 
Cave with the very low level of the fungus de-
tected on only one bat. 

“The level is so low it’s difficult to say what 
this detection means,” said Daryl Howell of the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources. “It may 
be at a level low enough that it may not infect 
the bats at all or it could be just the beginning of 
an outbreak that we will see in the future.” 

But Howell said even the small detection of 
the fungus changes the dynamics at Maquoketa 
Caves State Park. 

“We now go from trying to prevent the fungus 
from getting into the cave to trying to prevent it 
from getting out,” Howell said. 

To that end, the DNR will be adding mats with 
disinfection solution that people will walk across 
after leaving the caves to decrease the potential 
of spreading the fungus to other caves and bat 
populations. People who have recently visited 
other caves will also walk across the disinfection 
mats prior to going into Maquoketa Caves. The 
DNR also will have staff available at the caves to 
provide information to visitors on how to prevent 
the spread of the fungus. After participating in 
the educational program, cave visitors are pro-
vided a wristband. So far this year, more than 
10,000 wristbands have been given out. 

“Education is probably the most effective 
tool we have to prevent the spread of the 
disease,” said Kevin Szcodronski, chief of the 
state parks bureau. 

Maquoketa Caves were closed for two 
years because of concerns about white-nose 
syndrome and the approximately 400 bats 
that hibernate there in the winter. The caves 
were reopened this spring because the DNR 
was able to have staff available to educate the 
public about precautions needed to prevent 
spreading of the disease. 

“We were fortunate in that the Legislature 
appropriated enough money for us to be able 
to offer this kind of service to the public. We 
simply didn’t have the funding the previous two 
years to be able to do this,” said Szcodronski. 

Szcodronski said one of the primary mes-
sages to visitors at Maquoketa Caves is to not 
visit other caves with any clothing or gear that 
was used there. 

Howell said options are being looked at to 
increase sampling at Maquoketa Caves next 
winter because healthy bat populations are 
important both ecologically and economically. 
Many species of bats feed voraciously on 
insects resulting in an estimated $3 billion of 
savings to the U.S. agriculture industry each 
year by providing pest control, according to a 
2011 article in Science Magazine. 

White-nose syndrome is known to be trans-
mitted primarily from bat to bat, but fungal 
spores may be inadvertently carried to caves 
by humans on clothing and caving gear. The 
syndrome is not known to pose a threat to hu-
mans, pets or livestock. 

Additional information on white nose syn-
drome and bats is available at www.whiteno-
sesyndrome.org 

Media contact: Kevin Baskins, Iowa  
Department of Natural Resources, at  
515-281-8395 or Ann Froschauer, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service at 413-253-8356.

 

Continued from page 3
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service is working with others to conserve, 
protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the 
American people. We are both a leader and 
trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, 
known for our scientific excellence, steward-
ship of lands and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals and commitment to public ser-
vice. For more information on our work and 
the people who make it happen, visit www.
fws.gov. For more information on white-nose 
syndrome, visit www.whitenosesyndrome.org. 
Connect with our white-nose syndrome Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/usfwswns, fol-
low our tweets at www.twitter.com/usfws_wns, 
and download photos from our Flickr page at 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwshq/collec-
tions/72157626455036388/.

WNS Grants to States
2012 Final Awards

State  Final Award
Alabama  $26,250.00
Colorado  $24,000.00
Delaware  $20,000.00

Georgia  $21,000.00
Hawaii  $40,622.00
Idaho  $24,000.00
Illinois  $27,580.00
Indiana  $23,600.00
Iowa  $25,500.00
Kentucky  $32,000.00
Maine  $24,099.00
Maryland  $48,000.00
Michigan  $49,500.00
Minnesota $38,900.00
Mississippi $25,847.00
Missouri  $20,000.00
New Hampshire $14,646.00
New Jersey $50,000.00
North Carolina $47,500.00
Ohio  $46,050.00
Oregon  $24,000.00
Pennsylvania $26,000.00
Rhode Island $22,819.00
Tennessee $50,000.00
Utah  $24,000.00
Vermont  $22,000.00
Virginia  $50,000.00
Washington $22,568.00
West Virginia $42,500.00
Wisconsin $50,000.00
Total  $962,981.00



54

many bat sites on the Web  
provide worthy information 

and great photos from
around the world.

BAts NOrtHWest is
focused

on our regional bats,
but there is so much to

learn about bat
conservation worldwide.

You may enjoy visiting
some of the sites listed on our 

resource Page at: 

http://batsnorthwest.org/ 
resources.html 

Keep up to date! 
Check out  

Bats Northwest’s 
Website. 

Watch our  
Events Page  
for news on  
upcoming  

presentations  
and field trips.

Reconstructing the Campbell Bat Tower in  
Temple Terrace, Florida

Charles A. R. Campbell, a Texas physician 
who was fascinated with bats and their poten-
tial to control mosquitoes and thus malaria, 
planned and built an artificial roost for bats in 
the early part of the 20th century.  The tower 
was designed to attract bats to areas where 
people lived and thus to control the mosqui-
toes that transmitted malaria.  Large numbers 
of bats living in the tower would also provide 
another benefit to humans by producing large 
amounts of guano, a valuable fertilizer for 
agriculture at that time.  Beginning in 1911, he 
built his tower-like structure near a shallow lake 
south of San Antonio, Texas.  The local bats dis-
covered this roost after several years, and the 
incidence of malaria in the area declined there-
after.  (See the next article in this newsletter 
reprinted from an earlier Bats Northwest News 
for more details on Campbell’s tower and its 
role in reducing malaria: “Municipal Bat Houses: 
Charles Campbell and the Cultivation of Bats”.)

When Dr. Campbell’s idea became widely 
known, fifteen additional towers were built in 

by John E. Bassett
the United States and Italy to employ his tech-
nology in the fight against malaria.  Currently, 
three of these structures still exist in the U.S., 
two in the state of Texas at Comfort and Or-
ange and one in the Florida Keys on Sugarloaf 
Key.  Another bat tower in Temple Terrace, 
Florida, remained standing from 1924 until 
1979 when an arsonist destroyed the structure.

The citizens of Temple Terrace, a northern 
suburb of Tampa, recently launched a project 
to rebuild the 1924 Campbell bat tower in 
their city through the non-profit Temple Ter-
race Preservation Society in conjunction with 
the City of Temple Terrace (http://www.bat-
tower.com).   They are currently conducting 
fundraising and site acquisition activities in 
preparation for rebuilding the structure (http://
www.tampabay.com/news/humaninterest/
bats-fans-rally-to-rebuild-bat-tower-in-temple-
terrace/1191480).  For those readers interested 
in supporting the project financially, the Tampa 
Bay Times article listed above provides infor-
mation for contributors. 

Low-Level Detection of Fungus Dangerous to  
Bats Prompts Additional Precautions at  

Maquoketa Caves
MAQUOKETA - Efforts to prevent the spread 

of a fungus that causes white-nose syndrome in 
bats will be stepped up after a low level of the 
fungus was detected on a hibernating big brown 
bat at Maquoketa Caves State Park. 

The detection of the fungus came from a 
swab taken during sampling on the hibernat-
ing bats in March. The testing is used to detect 
DNA that would indicate the presence of the 
fungus (Geomyces destructans) that causes 
white-nose syndrome, which has been deadly for 
bats particularly in the northeastern portions of 
the United States and Canada. The testing was 
done as part of a national study being conducted 
in an effort to stop the spread of the disease. 

A total of 15 bats were swabbed at Dancehall 
Cave with the very low level of the fungus de-
tected on only one bat. 

“The level is so low it’s difficult to say what 
this detection means,” said Daryl Howell of the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources. “It may 
be at a level low enough that it may not infect 
the bats at all or it could be just the beginning of 
an outbreak that we will see in the future.” 

But Howell said even the small detection of 
the fungus changes the dynamics at Maquoketa 
Caves State Park. 

“We now go from trying to prevent the fungus 
from getting into the cave to trying to prevent it 
from getting out,” Howell said. 

To that end, the DNR will be adding mats with 
disinfection solution that people will walk across 
after leaving the caves to decrease the potential 
of spreading the fungus to other caves and bat 
populations. People who have recently visited 
other caves will also walk across the disinfection 
mats prior to going into Maquoketa Caves. The 
DNR also will have staff available at the caves to 
provide information to visitors on how to prevent 
the spread of the fungus. After participating in 
the educational program, cave visitors are pro-
vided a wristband. So far this year, more than 
10,000 wristbands have been given out. 

“Education is probably the most effective 
tool we have to prevent the spread of the 
disease,” said Kevin Szcodronski, chief of the 
state parks bureau. 

Maquoketa Caves were closed for two 
years because of concerns about white-nose 
syndrome and the approximately 400 bats 
that hibernate there in the winter. The caves 
were reopened this spring because the DNR 
was able to have staff available to educate the 
public about precautions needed to prevent 
spreading of the disease. 

“We were fortunate in that the Legislature 
appropriated enough money for us to be able 
to offer this kind of service to the public. We 
simply didn’t have the funding the previous two 
years to be able to do this,” said Szcodronski. 

Szcodronski said one of the primary mes-
sages to visitors at Maquoketa Caves is to not 
visit other caves with any clothing or gear that 
was used there. 

Howell said options are being looked at to 
increase sampling at Maquoketa Caves next 
winter because healthy bat populations are 
important both ecologically and economically. 
Many species of bats feed voraciously on 
insects resulting in an estimated $3 billion of 
savings to the U.S. agriculture industry each 
year by providing pest control, according to a 
2011 article in Science Magazine. 

White-nose syndrome is known to be trans-
mitted primarily from bat to bat, but fungal 
spores may be inadvertently carried to caves 
by humans on clothing and caving gear. The 
syndrome is not known to pose a threat to hu-
mans, pets or livestock. 

Additional information on white nose syn-
drome and bats is available at www.whiteno-
sesyndrome.org 

Media contact: Kevin Baskins, Iowa  
Department of Natural Resources, at  
515-281-8395 or Ann Froschauer, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service at 413-253-8356.

 

Continued from page 3
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service is working with others to conserve, 
protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the 
American people. We are both a leader and 
trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, 
known for our scientific excellence, steward-
ship of lands and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals and commitment to public ser-
vice. For more information on our work and 
the people who make it happen, visit www.
fws.gov. For more information on white-nose 
syndrome, visit www.whitenosesyndrome.org. 
Connect with our white-nose syndrome Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/usfwswns, fol-
low our tweets at www.twitter.com/usfws_wns, 
and download photos from our Flickr page at 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwshq/collec-
tions/72157626455036388/.
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Our mission

Bats Northwest 
envisions a future . . . 

Where the essential role         
of Bats is understood

Where the Public recognizes 
the vital Place of Bats 
in Our environment

and economy
Where all are inspired by      

the remarkable Attributes 
and invaluable contribution 

of Bats to Our Natural  
Heritage

Remaining: Green Lake Bat Walks 2012
Day   Date    sunset time   Batwalk start 
mon   July 23    8:55 pm   8:00 pm
thurs   August 9   8:31 pm   7:45 pm
Wed   August 22   8:08 pm   7:15 pm
Wed   september 5   7:41 pm   6:45 pm

these public programs will be held near the Bathhouse theater on the northwest side 
of green Lake in seattle. We will meet on the grassy knoll with picnic tables located 
across the paved green Lake walking path from the theater at the start times listed 
above. since the program will begin before sunset and continue after dark, you should 
dress appropriately for the weather conditions on the evening of the event. We look 
forward to seeing all of you at these events and to the opportunity to entertain you 
and educate you about bats.

Municipal Bat Houses: Charles Campbell and the  
Cultivation of Bats

by John E. Bassett
Once upon a time, in the early decades 

of the twentieth century in the American 
Southwest, bats were enlisted in the war 
against mosquitoes and malaria, then a 
major public health problem. Dr. Charles 
A. R. Campbell, a San Antonio, Texas, 
physician who treated malaria patients, 
became enamored with bats and all facets 
of their biology as well as their potential to 
control mosquitoes and thus malaria. He 
believed that bats were a natural predator 
of mosquitoes and that man could harness 
this behavior for his benefit much as we 
use honeybees for pollination and honey 
production. After much study, he con-
cluded that bats would have to be enticed 
to live near people where the mosquitoes 
were so that all their efforts went into con-
suming the pest. In addition, as a practical 
man in a practical age, he realized that the 
droppings, also known as guano, could be 
harvested and sold as high quality fertil-
izer providing financial reward in addition 
to public health benefit.

Beginning in 1905, Campbell experi-
mented in the San Antonio area with vari-
ous structures designed to house bats 
where they would be most beneficial to 
man. He was searching for a design to 
become an effective “bat hive”, which 
could be moved where needed and which 
the bats would colonize and return to on 
a predictable basis. His initial efforts were 
largely unsuccessful since the bats did 
not find his offerings attractive. By 1910, 
Campbell became discouraged by his 
lack of success and temporarily closed his 
medical practice. After reconsidering his 
assumptions about what was attractive to 
bats during a sabbatical in the hill country 
around San Antonio, he concluded that he 
should build his next bat roost near water.

In early 1911, Dr. Campbell began con-
struction of a redesigned roost structure 
at Mitchell Lake about 10 miles south of 
San Antonio (see Figure 1). At the time, 
this lake served as the open sewage la-
goon for the city of San Antonio receiving 
10-15 million gallons of wastewater a day. 
Located in an area of relatively flat topog-
raphy, the lake and its surroundings were 
marshy due to constant overflow and thus 
produced abundant mosquitoes. So many 
of the biting insects inhabited the area that 
local farmers were often unable to work 
their land, their domestic livestock did not 

thrive, and their horse teams were often 
spooked by the great clouds of hungry 
mosquitoes. The local population, mostly 
poor Mexican-Americans, also suffered a 
high incidence of malaria. In the spring of 
1911 as the roost was constructed, Camp-
bell examined the residents living near 
the lake and reported that 78 of 87 adults 
and children showed clinical symptoms of 
malaria.

By the late summer of 1911, the recent-
ly constructed bat roost actually had a few 
chiropteran residents, which represented 
a big improvement over Campbell’s pre-
vious efforts. Not to rest on this meager 
success, he set about convincing other 
local bat colonies to relocate to his new 
accommodations employing a variety of 
harassing techniques to drive the animals 
out of their old roosts. The most unique 
of these techniques was to loudly play a 
recording of the “Cascade of Roses” waltz 
by the Mexico City Police Band as the 
bats returned to their roost in the morning.

Continued on page 7

Figure 1

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Awards Grants to  
30 States for White-Nose Syndrome Work

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Ser-
vice) today announced grant awards totaling 
$962,981 to thirty states for white-nose syn-
drome (WNS) projects. State natural resource 
agencies will use the funds for surveillance 
and monitoring of caves and mines where bats 
hibernate, preparing state response plans and 
other related projects.

“Grants like these provide essential support 
to our state partners in responding to white-
nose syndrome,” said Dr. Jeremy Coleman, the 
Service’s national WNS coordinator. “Respond-
ing to the rapid spread and severity of this 
disease has been difficult for state agencies 
and other partners. Providing funds directly to 
states helps to improve capacity for response 
within those states, but also provides support 
for critical research projects and strengthens 
our national response effort overall.”

White-nose syndrome has devastated bat 
populations across eastern North America. 
First documented in New York in the winter of 
2006-2007, the disease has spread into 19 
states and four Canadian provinces. Service 
biologists and partners estimate that WNS has 
killed more than 5.5 million bats.

The Service is leading a cooperative effort 
with federal and state agencies, tribes, re-
searchers, universities and other non-govern-
ment organizations to research and manage 
the spread of WNS. In addition to developing 

science-based protocols and guidance for land 
management agencies and other partners to 
minimize the spread of WNS, the Service has 
funded numerous research projects to support 
and assess management recommendations 
and improve our basic understanding of the dy-
namics of the disease.

Funding for grants was provided through 
Endangered Species Recovery funds. Propos-
als were received from 31 states requesting 
$1,183,480. All eligible requests were given at 
least partial awards, ranging from $14,646 to 
$50,000, for a total of $962,981 in grant funds.

Additional information about WNS, the in-
ternational disease investigation, and research 
can be found on the new partner-oriented WNS 
website, http://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/. 
The site contains the most up-to-date informa-
tion and resources from partners in the WNS 
response, current news and links to social 
media.

America’s fish, wildlife and plant resources 
belong to all of us, and ensuring the health of 
imperiled species is a shared responsibility. 
We are working to actively engage conserva-
tion partners and the public in the search for 
improved and innovative ways to conserve and 
recover imperiled species. Learn more about 
the Endangered Species Program at: http://
www.fws.gov/endangered/.

Continued on page 5

Would you like to 
lend a hand?  

Bats Northwest 
would love your 

help.  
Would you like to 
build bat houses? 
Write newsletter 

articles?
Coordinate other 

volunteers?
Please contact us 

to see how you can 
help us help bats!
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White-nose Syndrome Confirmed in Federally Endangered Gray Bats
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has 

confirmed the presence of white-nose syndrome in fed-
erally listed endangered gray bats (Myotis grisecens) in 
Hawkins and Montgomery counties in Tennessee.

White-nose syndrome (WNS) has decimated 
bat populations across eastern North America, with 
mortality rates reaching up to 100 percent at some 
sites. First documented in New York in 2006, the 
disease has spread into 19 states and four Canadian 
provinces. Bats with WNS may exhibit unusual 
behavior during cold winter months, including fly-
ing outside during the day and clustering near the 
entrances of caves and mines where they hibernate. 
Bats have been found sick and dying in unprec-
edented numbers near these hibernacula.

This is the first confirmation of WNS in feder-
ally listed gray bats. White-nose syndrome had 
previously been documented in six hibernating bat 
species, including the federally listed endangered 
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis). Significant mortality 
has been documented in many colonies of hibernat-
ing Indiana bats in the Northeast and mid-Atlantic 
states.  While no mortality has been observed in gray 
bats that can be linked to WNS, the confirmation that 
gray bats can be infected is cause for concern.

“The news that another federally endangered 
bat species, the gray bat, has been confirmed with 
white-nose syndrome is devastating for anyone 
who cares about bats and the benefits they provide to 
people,” said Fish and Wildlife Service Director Dan 
Ashe. “Bats provide tremendous value to the U.S. 
economy as natural pest control for American farms 
and forests every year. Research and management of 
this disease remains a priority for the Service, and 
we will continue to work closely with our partners 
to understand the spread of this deadly disease and 
minimize its impacts to affected bat species.”

The gray bats were discovered on two separate 
winter surveillance trips, conducted by the Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) and The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC). Biologists observed white fungus 
on the muzzles, wing, and tail membranes of several 
bats. Specimens were collected, and the disease was di-
agnosed by histopathology at the Southeastern Coopera-
tive Wildlife Disease Study (SCWDS) at the University 
of Georgia, and later confirmed the USGS National 
Wildlife Health Center in Madison, Wisconsin.

“The documented spread of WNS on gray bats 
is devastating news. This species was well on the 
road to recovery, and confirmation of the disease is 
great cause for concern. Because gray bats hibernate 
together in colonies that number in the hundreds of 
thousands, WNS could expand exponentially across 
the range of the species,” said Paul McKenzie, 
Missouri Endangered Species Coordinator for the 
Service. “The confirmation of WNS in gray bats is 
also alarming because guano from the species is an 
important source of energy for many cave ecosys-
tems and there are numerous cave-adapted species 
that could be adversely impacted by their loss.”

The gray bat, federally listed as an endangered 
species in 1976, occupies a limited geographic 

range in limestone karst areas of the southeastern 
United States.  With rare exceptions, gray bats live 
in caves year-round. Gray bats are endangered 
largely because of their habit of living in very 
large numbers in only a few caves, making them 
extremely vulnerable to disturbance. Cooperative 
conservation measures, such as restricting human 
access to critical gray bat hibernation and roost-
ing sites, have been successful in helping gray bat 
populations recover in many areas.

The potential impact of white-nose syndrome on 
gray bats is still unknown. Visible fungal growth was 
observed on hibernating gray bats in both sites, but no 
other definitive field signs of the disease or mortality 
events have been documented.  The findings of these 
studies will be submitted to a peer-reviewed journal 
for publication, and gray bat roosts will continue to be 
monitored for any indication of deleterious impacts.

“We are not sure what this diagnosis is going to 
mean for gray bats and the spread of WNS,” said 
Jeremy Coleman, National WNS Coordinator for 
the Service. “Increased vigilance and improved 
diagnostic procedures may mean that we have 
identified the very early stages of infection in a new 
species.  It is also possible that gray bats have been 
exposed for a few years, but do not succumb to the 
infection.  Individual bat species appear to respond 
differently to WNS, and only research and time will 
reveal where gray bats fit on the spectrum.”

The Service is leading a cooperative effort with 
federal and state agencies, tribes, researchers, uni-
versities and other non-government organizations to 
research and manage the spread of WNS. In addition 
to developing science-based protocols and guidance 
for land management agencies and other partners to 
minimize the spread of WNS, the Service has funded 
numerous research projects to support and assess 
management recommendations and improve our ba-
sic understanding of the dynamics of the disease.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is working with others to conserve, protect, and en-
hance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the 
continuing benefit of the American people. We are 
both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife 
conservation, known for our scientific excellence, 
stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals, and commitment to public service.

For more information about white-nose syn-
drome, visit www.fws.gov/whitenosesyndrome. 
Connect with our Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/usfwswns, follow our tweets at www.twit-
ter.com/usfws_wns, and download white-nose 
syndrome and bat photos from our Flickr page 
at http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwshq/collec-
tions/72157626455036388/.

For more information about the federally listed 
endangered gray bat, visit http://www.fws.gov/mid-
west/endangered/mammals/grbat_fc.html. -FWS-
Ann Froschauer - 413-658-4493 cell  
413-253-8356 office;  ann_froschauer@fws.gov
Paul McKenzie - 573-234-2132 x107;  
paul_mckenzie@fws.gov

Continued from page 6
 The loud, dissonant composition was 

very successful at getting the bats to 
abandon their buildings and to move to the 
newly erected bat roost.

During the tumultuous decade from 
1911 through 1920, the bat popula-
tion in Campbell’s “Malaria-Eradicating, 
Guano-Producing Bat Roost” increased 
substantially, the mosquito population 
declined drastically as judged by the local 
residents, and malaria cases among these 
farm families became non-existent. On 
the practical side of the ledger, beginning 
in 1917 the Mitchell Lake bat roost pro-
duced between 3000 and 5000 pounds of 
high quality guano each year well into the 
1940’s (see Figure 2). Dr. Campbell was 
recognized world wide for his use of bats 
in the fight against malaria and was even 
nominated for the Nobel Prize for his work 
in 1919. The State of Texas also recog-
nized Campbell in 1917 by passing a law 
protecting bats, making it a misdemeanor 
to harm them within the state.

The claims made by Campbell for a 
reduction in malaria around Mitchell Lake 
because of the bat’s feeding activities 
were anecdotal by current scientific stan-
dards and were also disputed by some of 
his contemporaries. The primary resident 
of the bat house, the Mexican free-tailed 
bat (Tadarida brasiliensis), is currently 
known to feed mostly on moths and bee-
tles with mosquitoes and other flies com-
posing less than five percent of the diet. 
Today this bat would not have much of an 
impact on the mosquito population. We 
will never know, however, whether the in-
sect fauna of south-central Texas changed 
over the last century from one with more 
mosquitoes and flies to the present fauna 
with large numbers of beetles and moths 
as man increased agricultural use of the 
lands around San Antonio or whether the 
Mexican free-tailed bat altered its dietary 
preferences over this period. Other critics 
of the utility of the bat roost claimed that 
the number of bats inhabiting the tower 
was exaggerated by Campbell to promote 
his idea. It is difficult, however, to reconcile 
an annual guano production of 3000-5000 
pounds with a small bat population.

Dr. Campbell died in 1931, having been 
fascinated for over 30 years by bats and 
by the potential good he believed they 
were capable of doing for man. Sixteen 
bat roosts of Campbell’s design were built 
worldwide. Currently, only three of these 
roosts remain, two in Texas and one in 
Florida. Most of these structures survived 
from the 1920’s until the 1950’s when the 
problem of bat rabies became apparent. 

Figure 2
The state law protecting bats in Texas 
also became another casualty of the ap-
pearance of bat rabies in the 1950’s. The 
Mitchell Lake bat roost continued to be 
inhabited by bats until the late 1940’s, and 
Dr. Campbell’s last heir received a $500 
check in 1948 from the guano produced 
by the tower that year. This tower, howev-
er, was destroyed as part of a local public 
health program to control bat rabies in the 
early 1950’s. 

Charles A. R. Campbell believed that 
bats were man’s friends and were a useful 
tool in the fight against insect-borne dis-
ease. He worked tirelessly to demonstrate 
that bat roosts could be one of many 
weapons available to combat malaria, 
which was then found throughout the Unit-
ed States, while providing an additional 
economic return by producing high quality 
organic fertilizer. In the early part of the 
twenty-first century, people’s attitudes to-
ward bats are fortunately turning full circle 
back to those expressed by Dr. Campbell.

Additional reading about Dr. Campbell and 
his work with bats can be found as follows:

Book -
Campbell, Charles A. R. 1925. Bats, 

Mosquitoes and Dollars. The Stratford 
Company, Boston.

World-Wide Web - 
http://www.batcon.org/index.php/media-and-info/bats-

archives.html?task=viewArticle&magArticleID=397
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A Parent’s Review:  
Bats Northwest Green Lake Bat Walk

Bats Northwest web 
site is waiting for 

you at: 
www.batsnorthwest.

org

Join our monthly  
BNW Meetings!

Second Tuesday,  
6:30-8:30

Sand Point- 
Magnuson Park 

Building 30  
Conference Room

The mountains aren’t the only things out 
during the Seattle summer months. Warm 
(or at least warmer) weather brings out the 
bats! My daughter and I knew we were in for a 
unique treat when we spotted the Bats North-
west volunteer dressed as a bat waiting to 
share her expertise on these furry night fliers.   

While it’s billed as a “bat walk,” this is a bit 
of misnomer. We spent the evening in one 
prime bat watching spot near the Bathhouse 
Theater. Volunteers from the local nonprofit 
spent the first 45 minutes sharing their wealth 
of knowledge about bats, garnered from their 
firsthand experience gained respectively as 
researchers at the University of Washington 
and working for the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife.

They had cases of preserved local bats and 
bat skulls to look at, as well as puppets and 
picture books that acted as visual aids as they 
talked about all things batty. Questions from 
adults and kids were warmly encouraged.

We also learned (in a non-alarmist way) 
about the very real connection between bats 
and rabies. My 9-year-old daughter now wants 
to read anything about bats she can get her 
hands on, but also assures me she will never, 
ever pick one up. Our experts recommended 
books by Brian Lies, such as Bats in the Li-
brary, Bats at the Ballgame and Bats at the 
Beach as great, factually-accurate picture 
books on bats. 

As the sun went down and the birds settled 
in the trees for the night, our guides got out 
their bat detectors (ultrasound detectors that 
lowered the frequency of the bat call to where 
human ears could hear them) and we waited 
for the bats. Before long we heard, then saw, 
Big Brown Bats followed by Silver Haired Bats 
swooping all around, munching on bugs. 

by Laura Spruce Wight This experience is perfect for the kid who 
knows (or thinks they know) everything there is 
to know about bats and for the kid who knows 
nothing, or is even afraid of them. 

It’s informative for adults too. Are you inter-
ested in building a bat house or want to know 
what you can do about bats living in your attic? 
Did you know we wouldn’t have margaritas 
without bats? (Don’t worry -- the lecture is en-
tirely kid friendly.)

The event has never been cancelled to date 
because of weather, so be prepared for whatever 
nature throws your way. It gets chilly as the sun 
goes down. It’s not a bad idea to bring a toy or 
two for your children. Their playing won’t bother 
the bats and it helps keep fidgety kids engaged.

The next Green Lake Bat Walk is scheduled 
for 8:00 p.m. on Monday, July 23. They happen 
two or three times each month.

Laura Spruce Wight is a Seattle-area  
freelance writer and mother of two kids who 
frequently drive her batty.
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Originally published on Seattle’s Child website 
at: http://www.seattleschild.com/article/a-parents-
review-bats-northwest-green-lake-bat-walk


